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NEWS

Setbacks and COMEBACKS
By Nur Khalisa 

ALL HANDS ON DECK:  The Republic Polytechnic and University of Social Sciences and Humani-
ties students worked together with villagers of Vietnam’s Da Phuoc commune during the two-week 
programme. PHOTO: NUR KHALISA

The Temasek Foundation Internation-
al Scale (TFI) Outbound Programme com-
menced on the 16th April 2017 for the schol-
ars from Republic Polytechnic’s School of 
Applied Sciences (SAS). The implementation 
of the water distillation device took place 
during this two-week programme.

The scholars were working alongside schol-
ars from Vietnam’s University of Social Sci-
ences and Humanities (USSH). The purpose 
of the water distillation device was to pro-
duce clean drinking water for the villagers 
in the Da Phuoc Commune. The commune 
is located in District 8 of Ho Chi Minh City. 
The scholars aimed to install a device in each 
house of hamlets one and three.

The villagers pay S$0.80 for 19 litres of wa-
ter that last up to three days depending on 
the household size. When approached with 
the idea of the device implementation, the 
villagers were initially skeptical. They felt 
that it was redundant because they lived near 
dumpsters, cemeteries and barely have water 
pipelines. Thus, the scholars were motivated 
to make the idea work despite the doubts.

Upon seeing the device for the first time, the 
scholars realised that there were some prob-
lems in terms of transportation. There were 
20 devices weighing up to 40kg each. Also, 
the pathways in the Da Phuoc Commune are 

narrow, allowing only 40cm of walking space. 
Since the devices were heavy and bulky, 

Ms Ho Thi Le Thuy, USSH’s teacher, called 
the authority asking for assistance from the 
militants of the village. However, only two 
showed up. Another issue was the design of 
the device. After a try-out, the scholars real-
ised that the device was not efficient in pro-
ducing clean water fast. This was a huge set-
back to the whole project.

However, despite the challenges the scholars 
faced, they were adapting well. The scholars 
were creative and resourceful when coming 
up with solutions to counter the problems. 
Everyone helped in carrying each device to 
each house. They made do with what they had 
and used shoelaces and bamboo sticks to car-
ry the devices. 

The scholars had daily meetings and feed-
back sessions to make sure everyone knew 
what was the activity for the day. Also, the 
students were able to improve the design of 
the device within hours, using only card-
board, aluminium and candles.

Nguyen Trong Hieu, a leader of the USSH 
scholars, said: “Our plans were messed up and 
so we had to come up with an alternative solu-
tion on the spot. In the end, we managed to do 
it with everyone’s help and seeing us working 
together makes this a successful project.”



PHOTO ESSAY

TFI Scale leaders Aqilah Sham-
suri and Lim Kai Sheng, along 
with several other students 
were all set and eager to embark 
on this mission to transport and 
provide clean drinking water to 
the villagers in the hamlets.  
PHOTO: MARCUS LEONG

EAGER SMILES, 
HIGH SPIRITS:

It was the first time Temasek Foundation International Specialists’ Community, Action & Leadership Exchange (TFI 
SCALE) came to Vietnam, Ho Chi Minh City to help the villagers of Da Phouc Commue to have easy access to clean drink-
ing water. Though the project faced some setbacks, the bond between the students proved that it could overcome any 
obstacle. MARCUS LEONG and SHARON ELANGO bring you some of the best moments from the two-week outbound 
programme. 

Rekindling friendships through 
community service

IN SEARCH FOR 
FRESH WATER:

HEAVY BUT 
STEADY: 

Due to the limited access to clean 
and sanitised water, villagers from 
Da Phouc Commune would usual-
ly buy gallons of water from con-
venience stores. Each gallon of wa-
ter would cost them 10,000VND 
(S$0.62) and a gallon of water is 
able to last them for at least three 
days. PHOTO: SHARON ELANGO

Temasek Foundation International 
Scholars from USSH and RP had to 
work hand in hand under the hot sun 
to carry the 40kg device to Hamlet 
3 of Da Phouc Commune. The device 
could not be transported by motor-
ised vehicles because the paths to the 
houses of the villagers were too nar-
row. PHOTO: SHARON ELANGO



PHOTO ESSAY

TFI Scholars were taking a break 
and shared a laugh with each oth-
er. Despite the heat and all the 
heavy lifting, the students sur-
rounded themselves with a ton 
of chatter and plenty of smiles. 
PHOTO: MARCUS LEONG

LAUGHING OUT 
LOUD: 

A 67-year-old villager push-
es a team of scholars to the 
homes where they would in-
stall and teach them on how 
to care and operate the device. 
The boat had four students and 
the ride lasted around five min-
utes. PHOTO: MARCUS LEONG

KEEP PUSHING ON:

ATTENTION TO 
DETAIL

Besides designing and trans-
porting the device, TFI Scholars  
were meticulous with their work 
and made sure that the device is 
clean enough for the villagers 
of Da Phouc Commune to use. 
PHOTO: SHARON ELANGO



PHOTO ESSAY

NO ENGLISH, NO 
PROBLEM: 

The villagers of the two hamlets 
in Da Phuoc greeted the scholars 
with open arms. This little girl ap-
proached TFI Scholar Le Hoai Khanh 
Vy with a candy asking her to un-
wrap it. The two had a sweet ex-
change, before heading off to the 
next unit. PHOTO: MARCUS LEONG

TFI Scholar Lim Kai Sheng interacts with 
the Vietnamese tour guide. Language 
was clearly not a barrier for the two as 
they chatted happily amongst themselves, 
embracing the simplicity of the conver-
sation. PHOTO: MARCUS LEONG

SWEET SURPRISE:

After the installation of the 
water purification device, a 
few scholars went back to Da 
Phouc commune with the lec-
turers from USSH and RP to 
check the status of the de-
vice. Over there, they de-
tected some errors with the 
design of the device. PHO-
TO: SHARON ELANGO

FUMING 
CHALLENGES:



PHOTO ESSAY

Though the team faced sev-
eral setbacks in the course of 
the programme, their heads 
were held high and they re-
mained optimistic. Many were 
excited for the next run of the 
programme, where they hope  
to make a greater difference. 
PHOTO: MARCUS LEONG

LOOKING FORWARD:

WHEN THE GOING 
GETS TOUGH:

 After identifying some prob-
lems with the device, TFI scale 
scholars from RP and USSH 
were still resilient so they 
went back to USSH campus to 
brainstorm solutions for the 
problems they were facing. One 
of the TF scale leaders, Dar-
rvin Naidu led the discussion. 
PHOTO: SHARON ELANGO

THINKING ON THEIR 
FEET : 

After brainstorming possible solu-
tions to quicken up the water boil-
ing and purification process, TFI 
Scale scholar, Aqilah Shamsuri, was 
quick to come up with an idea to 
use aluminum foils to create a more 
conductive surface for faster reac-
tion.PHOTO: SHARON ELANGO



FEATURE
Being a lifeline after getting a second chance to 
live 
By: Nur Khalisa

Darrvin Gainesh Naidu loves to help others. 

The 21-year-old TFI Scholar said: “I can’t bear to see people 
hury because there were times when I was hurting as well.”

Darrvin is currently finishing his studies in Republic Poly-
technic. He is a Diploma in Environmental Science student and 
an active member of Republic Polytechnic’s Service Learning 
club. He participated in many projects which fueled up his pas-
sion to give back to the community. However, he realised his 
passion not when he gives back but after experiencing a few 
setbacks in his life.

His childhood days
What Darrvin went through was tough. In primary school, 

he experienced bullying and had frequent visits to the counsel-
lor after developing depression.

Then, Darrvin found out that he was diagnosed with cancer 
at the age of 14. He was diagnosed with Stage 4 Hodgkin’s 
Lymphoma cancer, a type of blood cancer that starts with the 
lymphatic system which is part of the immune system. The 
recovery took almost two years. His view on life changed 
especially when he had only 50 percent chance of surviving. 

“Being bullied you go through depression but when you have 
cancer you really think about what life is,” said Darrvin. He 

met many cancer patients who did 
not survive and thus, feel very grateful 
for being able to experience life again. 
Surviving cancer only affirmed his 
purpose of life which is to be part of 
social service and help people in any 
way possible.

The miles he goes to help 
people

Republic Polytechnic’s Service 
Learning Club is a platform where 
Darrvin started being dedicated to 
serving the community. He participat-
ed in various programs like Project In-
finity, a project involving special need 

students. Darrvin was able to lead, emcee and mentor 
the club members. He started from visiting students 
with special needs to initiating various projects.

One of the projects initiated was Project CHANGE 
2016. Darrvin was the chairperson of the project. His 
team did a home makeover for a family in need. They 
painted the house, cleaned the toilet and got rid of a 
termite infestation.

What keeps him going
Darrvin’s motivation is the people in need. He sincere-

ly wants to help them, respecting each and every single 
challenge they are facing. Being a friend to someone and 
helping them go through their fight is a rewarding feeling 
to Darrvin. He would not give back the life lessons he 
had learned from going through cancer. That only made 
his will to fight for these people stronger.

Not only does Darrvin want to help those in need but 
also everyone else in terms of finding their purpose in 
life. In his opinion, purpose changes depending on our 
experiences and what we want. 

“There are so many people living without knowing 
what they want to do in life and then they blame life for 
not giving them joy. It all starts with us. Decide your own 
purpose and everything else will fall into place. You will 
find happiness,” said Darrvin.

Darrvin Gainesh Naidu is a stage 4 cancer survivor who is an active believer in giving back to the 
community.

ON THE BALL: Darrvin Gainesh Naidu (left) has always 
been participating in many projects pertaining to service 
learning. He recently completed the Temasek Foundation 
International Scale III 2017. PHOTO BY NUR KHALISA


